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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior veiBions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

j Llsting of Cjalma: 

1 . (cuzrently amended) A piece for a puzzle, a pliirality of which may be used to solve the 
puzzle> the puzzle piece comprising: 

an elongated member having a longitudinal axis, a £rst sur£ace and an opposite second 
surface; 

a plurality of symbols longitudinaUy spaced along the first surJS»ce or the second surface; 
and 

means 35ar enrapinir Fmeansl diaposed on at least one oftlie first and second sur&ce8» the 
engaging means associated with at least one of the symbols. 

2. (original) A puzzle piece as nscitedm claim l.wheiein the symbols an equally spaced al^^ 
thesurfice. 

3. (cuiimtly amended) Apuzzle piece as recited in claim 1» wherein a plurality of ^ engaging 
means are longitudinally spaced along at least one of the first and second surfhcea. 



m 
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piece are associated only with non^consecutive symbols* 

5. (original) A puzzle piece as recited in claim l,whereinfhe symbols are tetters of an 
alphabet. 

6. (original) Apuzzlepieoe as recited in claim 5, wherein the letteia spell a word. 

7. (original) A puzzle piece as recited in claim 1, wherein the elongated member is a 
rectilinear 



8. (original) A puzzle piece as recited in claim 7, wherein the engaging means is a notch. 









liV 



has a depth equal to at least one-half the heighL 

10. (original) A puzzle piece as recited in claim l,wherem the number of symbols is odd. 

11. (original) A puzzle piece as recited in claim 1, wherein the number of symbols is even. 

12. (<mginal) A puzzle piece as recited in claim 1, wherein a blank portion between symbols on 
the sur&ce is a symbol 
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t3, (original) A puzzle piece as recited in claim 8, wherein a notch associated with a symbol at 
either end of the piece is spaced finom the respective end of the puzzle piece. 

14. (oii^al) A puzzle piece as recited in claim 8, wherein the first surface has a first notch 
associated with a symbol adjacent to a first end of the piece and has a notch associated with 
every fiiurth symbol thereaAer in a direction toward the second end, and the second surftce has a 
fiist notch adj accnt to the first end of the pi ece and associated with a symbol which i s two 
symbols closer to the second end of the piece than a symbol on the second surface opposite the 
symbol associated with the first notch on the first surface, and the second surface having a notch 
associated with every fi>urth symbol after the first notch on the second surfkce in a direction 
toward the second end. 

15. (cuETently amended) A puzzle, conipzising: 

a plurality of pieces, each piece comprising; 

an elon^ed member having a loogitudinal axiSi a first sur&ce and an opposite second 
aurfiujO. 

a plurality of symbols longitudinally spaced along the first sur&oe or the second sutfbce^ 



means fig enga ging [means] disposed on at least one of the first and second smfkce&i the 
eogagmg means associated with at least one of fiie symbols, 

wfaerein the pieces connect to one another at the engaging means associated with symbols 
which share a common characteristic. 

16.(oiigmal) A puzzle as recited in daim 15, wherein fiie engaging means associated with 
identical symbols on two separate pieces connecL 

17* (original) Apisszlereritedinclaim ISifiatfaerconqxriaingamainpuzdep 
characteristic rqiresented by the symbols tiiat is common to all of the puzzle pieces, and to 
which all of the pieces of the puzzle may connect if any of the symbols associated with the 
en gag in g means on any of the pieces and the main piece also share a common charscteristic. 

18. (currently amended) A computer program product including a medimn Ifflvi^ff ^ oomptttcy 
program ft^yy^fl operable to render a piece for a puzzle, the piece l^ing able to be manipulated 
through use of an input device to solve the puzzle^ the conogmter program comprising: 

instructions fbr reodeiing an elongated member having a longitudinal axis, a first sur&ce 
and an opposite second surface, 

instructions fbr rendering a plurality of symbols longitudinally q>aced along the first 
sui&ce or the second surfiwe; 
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instmctioiis for rendering means for engaipuoig [means] disposed ozx at least one of the first 
and second sur&ces, the engaging means associated with at least one of the symbols. 

1 9. (original) A computer program product as iteited in claim 1 8, wherein fhe symbols ore 
equally spaced along the first and second surfaces. 

20. (curraitly amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 18p ftirther comprising 
instructions for rendering a plurality of ^ engaging means which aie longitudinally ^aced 
along at least one of the first and second sux&ces. 

21. (o(rigmal) A computer program product as redted in claim 20»wfaerauDi the exigagmg means 
on one side of the piece arc associated only with non-consecutive symbols. 

22. (origuial) A conaputer program product as recited in claim 1 9» wherein the symbols are 
letters of an alpihabet 

23. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 22»wherain the lottera 
word. 

24. (original) A coniputer program pxoduct as recited in claim 18» wherein 
member is a rectiUnear solid. 

25. (original) A computer program product as xedted in claim 24^ wherein ^ 
isanotch. 

26. (original) A conq>uter program product as recited in claim 25, wherein the solid has a height 
axid the notch has a dqpth equal to at least one-half of the height 

27. (origiiial) Accmq)utitf ptogrampiroductasredtedindBimlB, whoceinlih^ 
symlKols is odd. 

28. (original Aoompnterprogrampaioductasredtedinclaim 18, whsni^ 
symbols is even. 

29. (original) A computer program pn>duct as redted in claim IB, wherein a blank poi^ 
between symbols on the surfice is a symboL 

30. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 2S» wherein a notch associated 
with a symbol at either end of the piece is spaced fiom the respective end of the puzzle piece. 

« 

31. (original) A coniputar program product as ledted in claim 25, wherein the first suxftc^ 
first notch associated with a symbol adjacent to a first end of the piece and has a notch associated 
with every fourth symbol thereafter in a direction toward the second end, and the second surface 
has a first notch adj acent to the first end of the piece ^d associated with a symbol which is two 
symbols closer to die second end of the piece than a symbol on the second sur&ce opposite the 
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symbol associated with the first notch on tlie first surfiice, and the second sur&ce having a notch 
associated with every fourth symbol after the first notch on the second surface in a direction 
toward the second end. 

32.(citrrently amended) A computer laroeratt Dtoduct including a medinm having a computer 
program thereon operable to render a puzzle, the computer program comprising: 

instructions for rendering a plurality of pieces, each jriece comprising 

an elongated member having a longitudinal axis* a first surface and an opposite second 
sur&cep 

a plurality of symbols longitudinally spaced along the first sutfiftcc ur the second surface, 



fflfiam^ engaging [means] disposed on at least one ofthe first and secoxuLsurCEices, the 
engaging means associated with at least one of the symbols, 

wherem the pieces connect, inie^onSB to user input, to one anofher at the eotgaging 
means associated with symbols which share a common chaiBCteristks. 

33. (original) A computer program product as rBcited in ckim 32^ whamiii tha en g agin g nwms 
associated with identical symbols on two sq^unte pieees connect 

34. (original). A computer program product as recited in claim 32, wheran the compttter 
program iurfher com|mses instnictions fi>r tendering a main puzzle piece which has a 
charactmstic represented by tbe symbols that is common to aU of the puzzle pieces, and to 
^ch all of the pieces of the puzzle may connect if any of the symbols associated wifh the 
en gag ing means on any of the pieces and the main piece also share a comnxm cfaaracteristic. 
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